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Case 2965 

Siboma atraria Girard, 1856 (currently Gila atraria ; Osteichthyes, 
Cypriniformes): proposed conservation of the specific name 

Carter R. Gilbert 

Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida, Gainesville, 
Florida 32611-2035, U.S.A . 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the specific name of Gila 
atraria (Girard, 1856), the common Utah chub of the western United States. Another 
of Girard’s names, Tigoma line ala, is a synonym and has precedence due to a 
nomenclatural decision by Evermann & Rutter (1895); however, lineata has not been 
used in recent decades and its suppression is proposed. 
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1. Girard (1856) described the new cyprinid nominal species Siboma atraria and 
Tigoma lineata from the western United States, on pp. 208 and 206 respectively. 

2. S. atraria was ‘found in a spring, in Utah District, near the Desert, by Lt. E.G. 
Beckwith'. There is a single specimen (USNM 236; standard length 125.7 mm) in the 
U.S. National Museum. The type locality was later restricted by Snyder (1921, p. 25) 
to Fish Springs, in the southern part of Tooele County, Utah. 

3. T lineata was also collected by Beckwith, but the type locality was not stated 
and the only information consists of the handwritten ‘Near 38°N. lat.’ on labels 
accompanying the extant types (see para. 7 below). Although six syntypes (USNM 
229) are supposed to have existed originally (Girard, 1858, pp. 292-293), apart from 
a single pharyngeal arch they disappeared long ago from the USNM collection 
(paras. 6 and 7 below). 

4. Although Jordan (1878, p. 424; also 1885b, p. 819) listed both S . atraria and 
T lineata he noted the latter as being a ‘doubtful species’, and omitted it from other 
contemporary publications (Jordan, 1885a; 1891a; 1891b). T. lineata was not 
included among the synonyms of Leuciscus atrarius (Girard, 1856) in the last three 
works. 

5. Evermann’s paper (1893) on Montana and Wyoming fishes used (pp. 23, 46; 
pi. 20, fig. 3) the name L. atrarius for the Utah chub and did not mention T. lineata , 
but despite this Evermann & Rutter (1895, p. 483) synonymized Girard’s two 
nominal species under the name Leuciscus lineatus. They gave no reason for the 
choice of specific name but presumably it was based on the original page priority (cf. 
para. 1 above). Their action qualifies as that of first reviser under Article 24a of the 
Code. Jordan & Evermann (1896, p. 233) noted under L. lineatus ‘locality unknown, 
type lost'. 

6. Following Evermann & Rutter (1895) the name L. lineatus was used for the 
Utah chub for 22 years (e.g. Lucas, 1900, pp. 223-224; Fowler, 1913, p. 71), but the 
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total number of references was small. Snyder (1917, p. 59) disputed Evermann & 
Rutter's synonymy, arguing that the slender body mentioned in Girard's original 
description of T. lineata was more typical of species of the genus Ricluirdsonius 
Girard (1856, p. 201). This conclusion has been accepted ever since. Snyder (1921, 
pp. 26-21) noted that the pharyngeal arch of T. lineata in the U.S. National Museum 
with two rows of teeth (dental formula 2,4-) bears a close resemblance to pharyngeal 
arches of Richardson ins hvdrophlox (Cope, 1871) (= R. balteatus hydrophlox), the 
redside shiner. 

7. Although the syntypes of T. lineata were thought to have been lost, at least three 
are known to exist, all in good condition; during the 1860's they had been sent by the 
U.S. National Museum on exchange to other museums in this country and abroad. 
Fowler (1925, pp. 399 ^400, fig. 8) described and illustrated a type specimen (ANSP 
4188) in the collection of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia but did 
not comment on its supposed identity with R . balteatus hvdrophlox ; Bohlke (1984, 
p. 81) reported that Dr Robert R. Miller, University of Michigan, had identified this 
specimen as Gila atraria. The two other known syntypes are in the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, Harvard University (MCZ 1807) and the Museum National 
d'Histoire Naturelle in Paris (MNHN 394); 1 have identified all three specimens as 
being G. atraria . 

8. Apart from the period 1895-1917 (see para. 6 above) the specific name atraria 
has been consistently used for the Utah chub for the past 139 years. This is an 
abundant fish throughout its range, and numerous references have appeared in both 
the ichthyological and fisheries literature in recent decades (e.g. Neuhold, 1955; John, 
1959; Graham, 1961; La Rivers, 1962; Sigler & Miller, 1963; Carlander, 1969; Baxter 
& Simon. 1970; Brown, 1971; Simpson & Wallace, 1978; Wallace, 1980; Robins et al.. 
1991; Mayden et al., 1992). Although, following the first reviser action of Evermann 
& Rutter (1895; see para. 5 above), the valid name should be Gila lineata , to change 
to this from G. atraria would be both unnecessary and confusing; under Article 79 of 
the Code there is a prima facie case for suppressing the specific name lineata. 

9. This application is supported by Drs R.M. Bailey, B.M. Burr, R.C. Cashner, 
B.B. Collette, S. Contreras-Balderas, W.N. Eschmeyer, D. Hendrickson, R.R. Miller, 
J.S. Nelson, W.F. Smith-Vaniz and J.D. Williams. 

10. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name lineata Girard, 1856, as 
published in the binomen Tigonui lineata , for the purposes of the Principle of 
Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name atraria 
Girard, 1856, as published in the binomen Siboma atraria ; 

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in 
Zoology the name lineata Girard, 1856, as published in the binomen Tigoma 
lineata and as suppressed in (1) above. 
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